IN THE MATTER OF AN APPEAL UNDER THE ENABLING LEGISLATION OF THE LEGISLATURES OF PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND, NOVA SCOTIA, AND NEW BRUNSWICK ESTABLISHING A MARITIME PROVINCES HARNESS
RACING COMMISSION AND UNDER THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE MARITIME PROVINCES HARNESS

RACING COMMISSION

Appeal Heard on September 2, 2026

BETWEEN:
Colin Sheppard
MPHRC Licensee
APPELLANT
AND:
Kevirt Crowell
Senior Judge
RESPONDENT
PRESENT

A panel consisting of Commissioners Glenn Rankin {Chair), Nova Scotia, Roger DesRoches, Prince Edward
Island, Sam Hodgin, New Brunswick, Robert McSorley, New Brunswick, and Cam McPhee, Prince Edward

Island convened to hear this appeal. As Chair, Mr, Rankin votes only in the event of a tie,

Director of Racing Derek Folland and Financial Officer and Administrative Assistant Julie MacDonald
appeared for the Commission Administration,

The Appellant represented himself,

The Respondent represented himself.

The appeal was conducted pursuant to Section 7.3 of the Rules of Standardbred Racing as adopted by the
Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission.

The Chair reviewed the procedure to be followed during the hearing and confirmed that neither party cbjected
to the composition of the Appeal Panel.

THE RESPONDENT

Senior Judge Kevin Crowell testified that he was the Senior Judge officiating at Connell Park Raceway in
Woodstock, New Brunswick on August 6, 2026, together with Judges Mike Ellsworth and Ed Smith. Race 2
was a New Brunswick Breeders Stake with a purse of $12,900. The weather was hot, the temperature was
appreximately 30 degrees, and the track was rated fast with no variant.

Judge Crowell testified that the incident occurred deep in the stretch drive and was visible to the Judges as
they watched the race live. He stated that contact could also be heard from the Judges’ stand. The inquiry sign
was posted and the Judges reviewed the pan shot and the straight-on stretch-drive video.

Judge Croweli testified thai the Judges were unanimous in determining that Mr. Sheppard, while urging
vigorously in a very closely contested finish for second, third, and fourth, appeared to lose control slighily near
the wire. In the Judges’ view, Neveah Divine crossed down sharply and made contact with the number 1

horse, Stoermy’s Hush Money, driven by Wayne Watson.

Judge Crowell testified that Mr. Watson advised the Judges that Mr. Sheppard’s horse came across and hit his
horse. Mr. Sheppard was paged through the paddock judge but was unavailable before the race was declared
official, as he had taken another horse out to warm up. After the race was official, Mr, Sheppard contacted the
Judges and advised that he believed Mr, Watsen's horse had come out and hit him. The Judges reviewed the
video again and remained satisfied that the viclation had occurred.

Judge Crowell stated that, on the Judges’ review of the video, the rail horse driven by Mr. Watson moved
outward only slightly while remaining under control, whereas Neveah Divine moved inward more sharply and
made contact. The Judges found Mr. Sheppard in violation of Rules 303(1) and 303{2), placed Neveah Divine
from third to fourth, placed Stormy's Hush Money from fourth fo third, and assessed a monetary penalty of
$100 as a first offence



THE WITNESS

The Appellant called Rick DeWolf as a witness. Mr. DeWolf testified that, as the drivers returned to the bam
area, he heard Wayne Watson ask who hit whom. Mr. DeWolf recalled Mr. Sheppard responding that he

believed Mr. Watson had run into him, and Mr, Watson stated that his horse was on one line bad.

Mr, DeWolf further testified that he did not recall taking his phone to Mr. Sheppard at the time of the incident.
Judge Crowell confirmed that the paddock judge had been asked to have both drivers contact the Judges and
that the response received was that Mr. Sheppard was unavailable because he had taken another horse out to
warrm up.

THE APPELLANT

Mr. Sheppard did not dispute that Neveah Divine moved inward near the wire. His position was that the inward
movement was limited to approximately two or three feet and that Mr. Watson's horse was also drifting
outward from the rail throughout the stretch.

The Appellant submitted that the point of contact or checking occurred several bike widths from the rail and
that Mr. Watson must therefore have moved outward in order for the horses to come together. He argued that,
at most, responsibility for the incident was shared equally between the two drivers.

Mr. Sheppard referred the Panel to the straight-on video and submitted that the fence posts behind the horses
showed that Neveah Divine remained near the centre of the track while Stormy's Hush Money moved outward
from the rail. He further submitted that the horse that won the race was also drifting outward, which in his view

made the inward movement of Neveah Divine appear worse than it was,

Mr. Sheppard acknowledged that he did not speak with the Judges before the race was declared official
because he had gone to warm up another horse. He explained that he believed, based on what he understood

Mr. Watson to have said after the race, that Mr. Watson had acknowledged his horse was bearing out,
DECISION OF THE APPEAL PANEL

The Appeal Panel carefully considered the evidence presented by the Appellant, the Respondent, and the
witness, together with the documentary evidence and the available video replay.

The Panel accepts that Stormy's Hush Money moved cutward to some degree in the stretch. The issue before
the Panel was whether the evidence established that the Judges erred in finding that Mr. Shepherd viclated
Rules 303(1) and 303(9), and whether there was a sufficient basis to interfere with the Judges’ placing

decision and monetary penalty.

The function of the Appeal Panel is not to substitute its own opinion for that of the Judges simply because
differing conclusions may reasonably be drawn from the evidence. Rather, the Panel must determine whether
there is sufficient basis to interfere with the Judges' decision,

After reviewing all of the evidence before it, the Appeal Panel was not satisfied that sufficient grounds existed
to overturn the Judges’ ruling. While the Panel acknowledged the Appellant's position that Stormy’s Hush
Money was drifting outward, the evidence before the Appeal Panel did not establish that the Judges committed
a reviewable error in determining that Neveah Divine impeded the progress of Stormy's Hush Money.

Accordingly, the Appeal Panel denies the appeal and affirms the ruling of the Judges. The placing of
Neveah Divine from third to fourth, the placing of Stormy’s Hush Money from fourth to third, and the
monetary penalty of $100 remain in effect.

The Chair thanked both parties and the witness for the respectful and professional manner in which they
condugcted themselves throughout the hearing.

For the Appeal Panel,
Derek Foiland
Director of Racing - MPHRC




