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MARITIME PROVINCES HARNESS RACING COMMISSION

Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission
Conduct Standards for Licensees

1. Purpose

1.1 The Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission (“the Commission”) is committed
to ensuring that horse racing is conducted with integrity, fairness, safety, and respect.

1.2 All Commission licensees are required to maintain a high standard of professionalism
on and off the racetrack, including in online activity. These standards prescribe
requirements respecting conduct, professionalism, and responsibility, and set out the
basis upon which the Commission may take regulatory or disciplinary action in the event of
non-compliance.

2. Privilege of Licensure

2.1 Licensure is a privilege, not a right, and is subject to the Commission’s statutory
mandate to maintain public confidence in harness racing throughout the Maritime
Provinces.

2.2 In determining whether to issue, renew, refuse, suspend, revoke, or reinstate a licence,
the Commission may exercise its discretion in furtherance of the best interests of racing
pursuant to subsections 10(a), (e), and (h) of the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing
Commission Acts in the applicable jurisdictions.



3. Core Principles

3.1 Without limiting any obligation imposed by the Rules of Racing or applicable law, each
licensee shall conduct himself or herself in a manner consistent with the following
principles:

3.2 Animal Welfare: The health, safety, and humane treatment of horses shall remain
paramount at all times.

3.3 Integrity of Racing: Licensees shall make decisions and take actions that protect the
betting public and uphold the reputation of harness racing, its participants, and its
officials.

4. Sound Judgment

4.1 Alicensee shall conduct himself or herself, including in private and public settings, in a
manner that does not give rise to scandal, disrepute, or significant adverse publicity that
may reasonably reflect negatively on the integrity of harness racing.

4.2 Conduct of that nature may constitute conduct prejudicial to the best interests of
racing.

5. Respect, Professionalism, Transparency and Accountability

5.1 Licensees shall treat participants, officials, employees, fans, and members of the
public with dignity, courtesy, and respect at all times while engaged in licensed activities.

5.2 Licensees shall comply with the Rules of Racing, cooperate fully with Commission
investigations, and act honestly at all times.



6. Expectations of Licensees

6.1 Conduct Toward Others

6.1.1 Alicensee shall not use offensive, abusive, or discriminatory language toward
officials, other licensees, or members of the public at track facilities.

6.1.2 Alicensee shall not engage in harassment, threats, intimidation, or abusive conduct
toward officials, other licensees, or members of the public.

6.1.3 Harassment or discrimination on the basis of any protected characteristic is
prohibited.

6.1.4 Alicensee shall not make disparaging remarks concerning the personal lives or
families of officials, other licensees, or members of the public at track facilities.

6.2 Conduct Online

6.2.1 Alicensee is subject to the same standards of conduct in online activity asinin-
person conduct.

6.2.2 Any social media comment, post, endorsement, or other online activity that
disparages licensees, officials, the Commission, or track operators, or that otherwise
brings the industry into disrepute oris prejudicial to the best interests of racing, may give
rise to disciplinary or discretionary action by the Commission.

6.3 Substance Use and Fitness to Work

6.3.1 Licensees shall not participate in racing activities while impaired by alcohol, illegal
drugs, or prohibited substances.

6.3.2 Alicensee shall not possess, distribute, or sell any illegal or prohibited substance.

6.3.3 A licensee who has reasonable grounds to believe that another participantis
impaired shall report that concern promptly to the Judges.



6.4 Integrity and Honesty

6.4.1 Alicensee shall not engage in fraud, misrepresentation, or any other conduct that
undermines public confidence in racing.

6.4.2 Alicensee shall cooperate fully with all Commission inquiries, investigations,
hearings, and regulatory processes.

6.4.3 Alicensee shall disclose any actual, potential, or perceived conflict of interest
promptly to the Commission.

7. Duty to Report

7.1 Each licensee has an affirmative and ongoing obligation to report any conduct,
incident, circumstance, or condition that the licensee knows, or ought reasonably to know,
may compromise the integrity, safety, or reputation of harness racing.

7.2 This obligation includes, without limitation, the reporting of:

Any apparent or actual violation of the Rules of Racing or these Conduct Standards,
including any matter involving impairment or substance use.

Any circumstance that may reasonably be expected to compromise the integrity, safety, or
reputation of harness racing.

Any behaviour that creates reasonable concern for equine welfare.
Any impairment or substance abuse involving participants.
Reports shall be made promptly to the Commission.

Failure to report in such circumstances may itself constitute a violation of these standards
and may result in disciplinary action.

This duty to report is intended to promote transparency, accountability, and shared
responsibility for maintaining the integrity of racing.



Enforcement & Penalties

The Commission has broad authority under the Rules of Racing to investigate misconduct
and impose sanctions where warranted.

Applicable Rules
Rule 19 provides that misconduct contrary to the best interests of racing may be penalized.
Rule 20 prohibits offensive language, threats, and assaults.

Rule 21 provides that breaches of Rules 19 or 20 may result in fines of up to $500 and an
automatic suspension of not less than 10 days.

Rule 365 authorizes penalties for conduct prejudicial to racing, including possession of
drugs, impairment, and failure to report substance use.

Sanctioning Guidelines

Where misconduct is established, the Commission may impose one or more of the
following penalties:

e theissuance of a written warning;

e theimposition of a fine;

e the suspension of a licence;

e theimposition of conditions on alicence; or
e therevocation of alicence in serious cases.

Discretion of the Commission

In exercising its discretion, the Commission may consider a licensee’s complete conduct
history, including prior violations, disciplinary findings, and patterns of behaviour.

The Commission may refuse to grant, renew, or reinstate a licence where it determines
that doing so would be inconsistent with the best interests of racing.



That discretion extends to any applicant whose background, associations, or prior conduct
give rise to reasonable concerns respecting the integrity, safety, or reputation of harness
racing.

Compliance with these standards is essential to the orderly, fair, and reputable
conduct of harness racing.

Any contravention of these standards may be addressed by the Commission through such
regulatory or disciplinary measures as it considers appropriate under the Rules of Racing
and applicable law.

Reporting Misconduct

Any person who experiences, observes, or becomes aware of potential misconductis
encouraged to report the matter directly to the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing
Commission.

Email: dfolland@mphrc.ca
Phone: (902) 836-5500

Mailing Address:

Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission
5 Gerald McCarville Dr

Kensington, PE COB 1MO0
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